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No Maps for These Territories

The non-mediated world has become a loss 
country; it’s a country that we cannot find our way 
back to. There is a pervasive sense of loss and a 
pervasive sense of excitement at what we seemed 
to be gaining. They are parts of the same feeling: 
this sense of loss and this sense of Christmas 
morning at the same time.

William Gibson interviewed in No Maps for these Territories



AI will take over

• Parole boards
• Accountants
• Counseling
• Pathologists
• Legal scholars
• Surgeons
• Translators
• Traders
• Educators
• Engineers



The Classroom



The Situation



Art as a survival mechanism

Rob Mulholland



The Arts

‘Pleasure’ is not something that natural 
selection doles out without a reason – and 
we would expect that reason to be 
intimately connected with maximising 
fitness.
David P. Barash, professor of Psychology, the University of Washington (on the 
topic of our fascination with animals)



Art as a survival mechanism

Street art by B-Toy



We are attracted by forms that are useful 
for our survival



Art to simulate social interactions



Art to create metaphors



Art to manage colossal amounts  of 
information



Art is a quality control mechanism 
of effective survival and innovation 
strategies



The Arts

There is virtually no evidence that artworks activate 
emotion areas distinct from those involved in appraising 
everyday objects important for survival. The most 
reasonable evolutionary hypothesis is that the aesthetic 
system of the brain evolved first for the appraisal of 
objects of biological importance, including food sources 
and suitable mates, and was later co-opted for artworks 
such as paintings and music. 
Steven Brown and Xiaoqing Gao: The Neuroscience of Beauty. How does the brain appreciate 
art? 



Machines: The Third Hemisphere 



Thank you


